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Churchwardens’ Report for 2012 
 

Many volunteers, each with their own talents on offer, made our jobs as Wardens relatively 
simple during the year. In an age when there have never been more means of communication, 
the biggest problem remains – getting the message across both in a spiritual and a day to day 
sense. We Try! 
 
On 23rd May St Mary’s was the venue for the Archdeacon’s Visitation for the Deaneries of 
Erewash and Heanor when the Churchwardens from those Deaneries were “admitted and 
charged” by the Archdeacon. 
 
Later, in July, the Archdeacon again visited St Mary’s and, together with the Wardens, 
inspected our records, accounts, church contents (silver, linen etc) and the building. He 
suggested some new photographs of valuables and the removal of clutter from the vestry but 
was otherwise satisfied with our care of the property. 
 
Our Christmas Tree Festival brought more entries than the previous year and many people 
enjoyed walking round admiring the imaginative entries. (One tree with edibles was also 
enjoyed by the mice!) 
 
Lent, Christian Aid and Harvest lunches were very enjoyable and our thanks are due to all 
who contributed in terms of food, preparation and clearing up afterwards. 
 
In conclusion, we must mention the death of Harry Turner on the 2nd December. Harry’s 
contribution to St Mary’s was enormous and lifelong with much of it unseen. We extend our 
deepest love and sympathy to Margaret and the Girls. May he rest in peace. 
 

Peter Hodson and Mary Hawkins 
 

 
Stewardship Report for 2012 

 
Total contributions, via envelopes, amounted to £10,613.62 during 2012. The sixty two pence 
is important because at the year end, although we arrived at the total by different routes, John 
Bell, our treasurer, and I, agreed to a penny. This is comforting to both of us! 
 
In addition to this sum, thanks to Gift Aid, I was able to reclaim £4,617.69 from H.M. 
Revenue and Customs. This is the Income Tax which the taxpayers amongst you have paid 
on your donations to St. Mary’s. Many thanks to all of you. 
 
Correspondence from the Diocese and H.M. Revenue and Customs indicates that the system 
for reclaiming tax will change on 6th April this year. St. Mary’s should benefit from this 
change but, with two days to go, we still don’t know the new rules…….! 
 
My thanks are due to all who are involved in collecting, counting, banking etc. 
 

Peter Hodson (4th April 2013) 
 

 



Deanery Synod Report 
 
Since the last AGM there have been three meetings of Deanery Synod; June 26th 2012 at 
Risley, Oct.16th at Long Eaton Town Hall, and Feb. 2013 at St. John’s Long Eaton. 
 
Business discussed during the year 
 
Rev. Peter Owen-Jones has been appointed as Rural Dean, initially for one year from July 1st 
2012. 
Rt. Rev. Roger Jupp has been inducted to St. Laurence, Long Eaton & Holy Trinity, Ilkeston. 
Rev. Glyn Lucas has been appointed to Risley & Stanton-by-Dale. 
Rev.Rachel Hawkins & Rev. Ingrid Owen-Jones were ordained Priest on July 1st. 
Rev Carollyn MacDonald (Curate Sawley) has become Ass. Priest in the Ashbourne Group. 
 
There was a report from Diocesan Synod (May 2012) Developing the year’s theme of 
Vocation, the Bishop spoke of Vocation in Mission. 
There was also a presentation by the Education Team re: work in schools & youth groups. 
 
Elections 
 
Rev. Peter Davey & Rev. Philip Waller were elected to Diocesan Synod. 
Rev. Olaf Greenberg & Sydney Leleux to Mission & Pastoral Committee, & Janet Wilkinson 
& Rev Peter Davey to Board of Finance. 
 
The Dean of Derby Cathedral, the Very Rev. Dr. John Davies, gave a presentation on the 
varied roles filled by the Cathedral. It reaches out into the Community, & actively supports 
the work of the Diocese: parishes, clergy and laity. 
 
At the Feb 2013 Meeting Janet Wilkinson from Breaston gave an interesting Talk & Film 
about ‘Messy Church’. 

 
Janet Reeve 

 
 

Mothers’ Union Report for 2012 
 
The year was both spiritually and numerically successful, given with the coping of aging, 
illness and the sheer stressfulness of family life. 
 
Two Diocesan, two Deanery and the Chesterfield Annual Conference meetings were 
attended. The Diocesan and Deanery Festival Services were both well attended at Derby 
Cathedral and All Saints Church, Kirk Hallam. 
 
As a branch we shared a Quiet Afternoon at the Gateway, Dale Abbey, led by our Licensed 
Reader, Andrea Swarbrick, and our Church Service led by Rev Michael Petitt. 
 
Members’ participation meetings were ‘Sweet Memories of Childhood’ and Craft ideas, 
making mock MU books and prayer stars in readiness for our Tree Festival in December. 
 



In March we held our meeting in Church as we had access to in-depth research about our 
stained glass windows – truly inspiring. 
 
Our guests for the year were Rev Geoffrey Halliday, who spoke about our theme for the year, 
and John Puxty, our Reader at St Mary’s, getting to know more about him and his 
background, plus helping each other to be enthusiastic about our own faith and to examine 
our core values. 
 
Two trips out and about found us at Arkwright’s Mill at Cromford, moving on to beautiful 
gardens at Fritchley, and treating ourselves to Christmas Lunch at Chaterley House Hotel. 
Our fund raising efforts included our Garden Party at the Vicarage, with ‘Teas from around 
the World,’ and the sale of homemade cakes and jams, Tabletop Sales and Bring and Buy 
Sales. 
 
Birthdays were honoured, indoor members and sick visited. Toddler Group, Sunday School, 
Creche, Teas and Coffee Bars, and Parcels for the Parish, have all benefited help with 
spiritedly and practical aid. 
 
So looking back I would like to say a Very Big Thank You to each and every member for 
your support, your fund raising, your prayers and fellowship. Thank you. 
 
As it has been seeds we have been sowing over time, this has helped us all to be strong and to 
carry on through stress and illness and even bereavement. Yes, I am proud to stand here and 
to be a member of St Mary’s Mothers’ Union, as our thoughtfulness is done in prayer and our 
kindness done in fellowship. 
 

Sue Attenborough 
 

 
Drummond Road Home Group Report 2012 – 2013  

 
Nine of us continue to meet each week on Tuesday evenings. There have been exceptions to 
this allowing for holidays, church and other commitments. 

Following on from a challenging study of Paul’s letter to the Romans, we turned our attention 
to the Old Testament and in particular to some of the dozens of prayers we find written there. 
Each of the prayers we studied provided a model for our own prayers, teaching us new ways 
in which we can pray, thereby bringing a freshness to what might have been routine and 
repetitive. Some examples we looked at were very brief indeed, such as Samuel’s: “Speak, 
for your servant is listening” to very long ones such as the whole of the prophet Habakkuk ! It 
was a worthwhile study to have undertaken. Having spent six weeks on Bishop Alastair’s 
Lent course, we next meet and hope to develop our spiritual character over eight weeks by 
studying afresh ‘The Beatitudes’, a new book written by John Stott. From there on we’re not 
sure what we shall do as our usual source of study material disappeared with the closing of 
the Wesley Owen bookshop in Derby. However, we keep our eyes open on our travels and 
will bring back with us new and, we hope, interesting subjects as we explore God’s Word in 
scripture. We welcome fresh input from anyone wishing to join us. 

Andrea and David Swarbrick 



Sunday and Wednesday Coffee Bar Report 
 
This is the first year of reporting on the combined Wednesday and Sunday coffee bars and 
I’m pleased to report that there has been a generally smooth transition, largely due to the 
good will of all concerned. 
 
The Wednesday bar has been fairly consistently attended while attendance at the Sunday bar 
has varied a good deal, sometimes due to inclement weather and at others apparently 
inexplicably! However it does remain a popular occasion for people to meet socially and also 
to talk to one another about general church issues. 
 
In 2012 the total banked was £937, made up of £647 from Sunday donations and £290 from 
the Wednesday ones. Included in the Sunday figure is an amount of £83.85 from donations 
received towards refreshments from 2 Band concerts. 
 
On behalf of Pauline and myself I would like to thank all the volunteers without whom these 
two important times in the church week would not be possible and James, too, for cleaning 
and sorting the tables. 
 
I would especially like to thank Pauline as I feel she undertakes the more onerous task of 
ensuring the provisions are sufficient each week. Thanks also go to people who generously 
contribute packets of biscuits (especially as they are usually chocolate - often to celebrate a 
birthday or other occasion) which does make the budget stretch further.  
 

Sue Bell and Pauline Hyde 
 

 
Church Choir  

 
Our first year in existence ended, unfortunately, with our being unable to contribute any 
special music to the Easter Services, because of the absence of some members away on 
holiday. 
 
However, we performed the Easter carol “Now the green blade riseth” on Easter Day 2012; 
“Jerusalem” on Jubilee Sunday last year; and to end the year, three carols, each sung in four 
parts, at our Christmas service of Nine Lessons and Carols. 
 
Our current membership stands at thirteen. Sadly, last Advent we lost a valuable member, 
accompanist and enthusiast in Harry Turner. We miss him very much. 
If you enjoy singing, please come and join us. Previous experience is an advantage, but not a 
necessity.  

 
Ceril Little 

 
 

The Tuesday Mother & Toddler Group. 
 
There are ten church women who have been helping at the Mother and Toddler Group since it 
began. They not only make the drinks and prepare the snacks but provide a "face" to St 



Mary's Church. The group goes on from strength to strength and it is full for new people at 
present. Its success is due to the experience and organising ability of Helen. With the help of 
Sonia and Margaret it is an inspiring destination for the parents and toddlers of Ilkeston. 
 

Sheila Kemp 
 
 

J.C. Club 
 
During the past year the number of children has remained static at between 6 and 12 children, 
ranging in age from 2 to 15 years old. The children are always lively, keen and eager to learn 
more about the Christian faith. 
 
The main focus for our children’s work this year is to employ a Grace Worker to help us plan 
and provide a Family Service once a month and a Youth Group once a week. Hopefully this 
will engage all of our children and encourage the musical talents and skills of some of the 
older ones. This is an exciting venture and we ask for your prayers as we wait for the Grace 
Worker to start his/her work later in the year. 
 

The J.C. Club Team 
 
 

PCC Report 
 
The PCC Consists of Michael Petitt (Chairman), Peter Hodson (Churchwarden), Mary 
Hawkins (Churchwarden), John Bell (Treasurer) and 14 members of the congregation. Some 
members are elected from the APCM and some are members of the deanery synod. Each 
serve for 3 years and I offer thanks to the 4 who will be stepping down this meeting. 
 
The meetings begin and end in prayer. Certain items are always on the agenda. 
Correspondence usually consists of organisations wishing to use the church for events. A 
financial report is given by John Bell and there is usually some discussion about the 
Cantelupe Centre. Fund raising and social events are also organised. Reports are received 
from church organisations and groups. There is also opportunity to review past events and to 
judge what succeeded and what did not. 
 
There are 6 meetings each year with an average attendance of 14. 
 

Sheila Kemp (PCC Secretary)  
 
 

Saturday Coffee Bar 

The Saturday Coffee bar still continues to flourish although we have lost some of our 
customers but we are gaining new ones. One of our regular customers became very ill and a 
card was sent to him on behalf of the “Team” and when he died a card was sent to his widow 
who was most grateful and still comes in to have coffee with her friends. We raised the price 
of coffee by 5p a cup at the beginning of the year to take into account that the cost of milk 



and coffee had increased quite a lot but still we think we are the best value in town and our 
customers agree and tell us we are! 
 
The totals for the year 2012 are as follows:- 
   Income   £2,980.52 
   Expenditure  £   491.32 
  Float carried forward to 2013      £30.00 
  Total Profit for the year  £2,459.20 
 
We opened 50 weeks this year plus the Christian Aid Week takings were given over to their 
work as part of our St. Mary’s giving, and as usual we did not open on Fair Saturday. 
 
We have a brilliant team of volunteers who work in a team of three on a rota basis of around 
once every six weeks. It’s not only preparing the coffee but the washing up is a very 
important part of each Saturday. I am as always grateful to everyone who steps in to help - 
sometimes at short notice when illness or holidays prevent someone fulfilling their rota.  
 
Everyone helps each other by exchanging their duties to fall in with their own commitments. 
I am also grateful to those fill up the stock for me when I am away on holiday. 
 
I thank the staff of Kids Club who have the tables and chairs ready for use each week, and 
also thanks to James who ensures the room is always clean and ready for use. 
Our custom over many years is to give a Christmas card (which also gives information of the 
Christmas services at St. Mary’s) and a gift from us of a mince pie with their coffee. 72 pies 
were provided on Saturday 15th December.  
 
I also thank Stella who prepared the Christmas card again this year. The people of Ilkeston 
and visitors to the town appreciate the friendliness of the staff and it is an important outreach 
of the work of our Church and I hope the work continues for many more years to come. If 
you would like to be part of this team of workers please get in touch with me. 
 

Doreen Beighton 
 
 

Tuesday Morning Home Group Report 
 
The group continues to meet most Tuesday mornings for prayers and bible study. 
There are nominally 9 members but this year has been a difficult one due to illness, holidays 
and general busyness, resulting in lower attendances. However, the rewards we gain from 
study, prayer and fellowship are still very much appreciated by all. 
 
This year we have studied chapters from Peter in the New Testament and have also looked at 
passages where women have featured and considered events from their point of view. 
We have particularly enjoyed 2 courses by David Adam during Lent and Advent which 
follow a pattern of quiet meditation, music and prayer in addition to considering relevant 
passages from the bible. 
 



During the year we have also found time for social events at Christmas when we enjoyed 
soups, breads, cheeses and mince pies (not to mention wine) and earlier in the year to 
celebrate David Beecroft’s 65th birthday. 
 
I would like to take this opportunity to express our gratitude (on behalf of the whole group) to 
Mary Hawkins and also to David Beecroft (who has led the group in Mary’s absence), for the 
leadership and work they have done in preparation for the meetings, especially as we are 
aware of the pressure of other church commitments on them both. 

 
Sue Bell  

on behalf of the Tuesday Group 
 

 
Cantelupe Centre Report 2012 

 
Through-out the year we have continued to gain bookings supporting the Centre:  
New users Sight Support meet every Tuesday. 
 
Michelle Davis left us towards the end of the year, but not without leaving us with a 'bit of 
cleaning up to do'. Diane stepped in and volunteered to give a hand getting the accounts in 
order. 
 
Whilst in post Michelle negotiated with Three Valleys funding for the refurbishment of the 
Male and Female WC., which I add is not before its time! This was to be partially funded by 
Three Valleys and The Centre, and works to be carried out early 2013. 
 
All statutory requirements throughout the year have been adhered to by the Centre. 
 
We have appointed a new Administrator for the Centre, Mrs Kirk who will take her post in 
the New Year. We believe that the outlook for 2013 will prove prosperous and positive, and 
the foundation will become even more stable with the support of our existing valued staff 
James New and Ian Chamberlain. 
 
 


